
 
Some responses are from Spring 2020, while others are from earlier semesters. 
 
100% of those responding to the survey used materials made available through the microbiology 
web page regularly or often. Comments were: The microbiology website was helpful to me in being 
successful in this course. However, I had some difficulty in the beginning in finding the course materials 
and on several occasions I was quite frustrated. It was only when Professor Wilson started sending out 
Canvas notifications and telling us where to go on her website that I started to get the hang of using her 
website. The Lecture Notes and Study Guide are your friend! Make sure to read and complete them! 
Everyday! All materials that were posted were very helpful and informative. The materials on microsc 
really helped me get through the class. The homeworks made lectures come together and make sense. 
The study guide was the most useful tool to get through this class. Take some time to get familiar with 
the resources. There are several links with different folders for materials such as web based resources, 
study guide questions and answers, and lecture notes. The study guides were invaluable. The lab pictures 
and the study guides. Everyday! This material was vital to the course. The microbiology webpage was 
super helpful. Was VERY easy to use, better than Canvas in my opinion. Study guides and quizzes were 
what I was constantly using. I used printouts from these every day. 
 
71.4% of those responding used Canvas as an online source of course materials regularly or often, 
while 28.6% sometimes or rarely did. Comments were: Only when things were posted on canvas. I 
personally liked Canvas better. My professor as well as other professor this Spring 2020 seemed to have 
technical issues with Canvas this semester. Harriet provides most web-based laboratory assignments, 
notes, and grades on her website. But be sure to watch out for announcements through canvas. 
Instructor input – During the spring semester, all classes unexpectedly switched from on-ground to on-
line. It wasn’t pretty and system glitches/failures were a constant problem. This website is up 24/7. 
 
85.7% of those responding made use of the Zoom presentations provided on Canvas regularly or 
often, while 14.3% rarely did. Comments were: Glad they were easy and flexible to get a hold of. I 
liked the lecture zoom presentations, but they could have been more interactive. Especially for auditory 
learners and those who prefer in-class instruction would make use of the Zoom presentations. It helps to 
hear the professor explain the material on the Keynotes in greater detail for a student to understand.  
 
87.3% of those responding used the online versions of the lecture notes regularly or often. 12.7% 
used them sometimes, rarely or never. Comments were:  This is a MUST! Made it easier to follow 
along with lecture. Everything in lecture was in the notes. The lecture notes made the material easier to 
understand. The online lecture notes along with study guide is all I used. Mostly printed them. I printed 
the lecture notes as it helped me keep up. This professor lectures at a very quick pace. I would often go 
back and review after the fact so I could better understand difficult concepts. I printed them out and took 
notes in the margins during lecture presentations. I would use the lecture notes to follow along w/ the 
professor during her lecture presentation, but the study guide was what I focused on. I printed them and I 
used those daily. I would view the lecture notes everyday. They are well-written, and definitely helpful 
when it came to exams and quizzes. Very, very helpful! Higlighting/taking notes helped me remember 
alot! This stuff is literally helpful and provides all the info you need to know. It was nice to have them 
available on my phone during lecture presentations, so if I missed something on a slide I could quickly 
pull it back up on my phone and then continue on with lecture. ALL THE TIME! 
 
84.2% of students responding used the information provided in the laboratory syllabus regularly 
or often, while 6.5% sometimes did, and 9.3% rarely or never did. Comments were: The Lab 
Syllabus was crucial for all lab exams. Laboratory Syllabus has everything we need to know, it is 
written in a way that makes it so much easier to understand difficult material. Well written. Helpful in 
really understanding different ideas. Well you have to use it and refer back to it for quizzes and projects. 
 



 
96.88% of students responding used the microbiology study guide regularly or often, while 3.12% 
never did. Comments were:  This is a must!  The study guides are amazing! The tests can be hard 
sometimes but studying from the study guide helps a lot. Made tons of flashcards with all the terms.  
Loved this resource! But you will score better on quizzes and exams if you also review the key points 
from the Lecture Syllabus. It's a lot of material though, and these study guides help narrow down 
important concepts to focus on. The questions will not be exactly the same on the study guide and 
quizzes/exams, but they will be (mostly) the same concepts. Without the study guide, this class would 
have been much more difficult due to the sheer amount of information covered.  I was always studying 
the study guide, for quizzes and exams and for homework assignments.  I used a lot of paper this 
semester.  VERY HELPFUL! Literally what you expect on quizzes and exams! 
 
If you could offer one piece of advice to students beginning this microbiology course, with this 
instructor, what would it be? Make sure to study, take advantage of the study guide and using all 
resources available on the website. Take advantage of the website, there is a ton of helpful material and 
a great place to find study material. Study often, don't slack off, breathe through the frustration and no 
question is a dumb question. Flashcards ASAP. Don’t wait to start next week or the following week.  
STUDY! Prioritize your time. Ask questions. Make sure that you only take this class because this class 
will take all your time I would reduce your work hours. Make sure that you study Professor Wilson's 
Study guide and make Flash cards of the term on one Side and the definition on the other. Make sure 
you have all your Data in collected in an organized manner. I would also get a tutor and form a Study 
group. Without my tutor or teammates I would have failed the classes. Keep in contact with Professor 
Wilson about your concerns about assignments and ask her questions. Even though it is not required I 
should have done a pre lab every time so I knew what the lab was about. STUDY STUDY STUDY! 
Constantly refresh your brain on information if you think you know it go back and re-study again to 
keep it fresh! Professor Harriet is EXTREMELY helpful and wants you to succeed; she gives you all of 
the tools you just have to put them into action! DO NOT wait on your semester project start EARLY! 
USE THE STUDY GUIDES!!! Be ready for the quizzes each week!  DON'T PROCRASTINATE!! 
Read through the lecture notes and then fill out the study guide. It's easier to remember things when you 
can understand it. Trying to explain the material to someone not in the class helped me quite a bit. If you 
understand it enough to explain it to someone else then you can remember it better. Or saying things out 
loud helps if you don't have someone to "teach". There is a lot of material to learn in a very short time. 
So start early.  Read the lecture notes and study the study guide. Don’t try to just memorize the 
information actually try to understand it.  If you have a question, ask.  MAKE SURE TO REVIEW 
YOUR NOTES a little bit of it each day or set a dedicated time to study time for the weekends, within 
the 24-48/hr time span since the last lecture.  Keep up on the info between exams. Too much to cram!  
Professor Wilson gives you every opportunity to be successful. If you are confused about something, she 
will clarify. She wants her students to do well and it shows! That said, this is a hard class, with a lot of 
memorization and studying. There are many projects and homework assignments too. I would be careful 
about your other school load and/or work load if you want to get an A. Take micro with Professor 
Wilson! No other instructor will set you up for success as well as she will. Learn the material in the 
lecture notes and lab manual, and treat the study guides like gold. She doesn't have due dates on most 
things, which is great, but get your assignments completed and turned in as early as possible because 
they can add up very quickly. This is a fantastic class with an awesome instructor.  Follow along with 
lecture during lecture time because it helps when studying the study guides after, and when studying, 
study the study guides as much as possible, complete all the assignments and projects in a timely manner 
as they are there to help with studying for exams. When needing help, do not hesitate to ask because the 
professor is very approachable and always willing to offer any help needed. I cannot stress enough to not 
put it off until the last couple weeks of the semester because it will be so overwhelming and make you 
want to rip all your hair out. Stay on top of studying. Although the weekly quizzes help regulate this, it 
is important to get ahead because you do not want to get behind. Also, start your semester project early 
so you don't have to stress about it when the semester comes to a close.   


